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of low-income Oregonians, the number of families without long-term, consistent coverage continues to grow in the metropolitan area area.  A primary goal of the Tri-County Communities in Charge initiative is to develop and implement viable solutions to fill the gaps in services for this population.

“Health care is a local problem and requires local solutions,” said Multnomah County Health Officer Gary Oxman, M.D.  “Right now, there are no dedicated long-term revenue sources to ensure that health care services for the uninsured are available year-to-year.  This project will help us address the challenges faced by safety net providers in this community to avoid a health care crisis.  The work of the initiative will allow the three counties to plan regionally as we often share uninsured residents at some point during the year.”

The grant asked for a community monetary commitment in the form of matching funds. Multnomah, Clackamas, and Washington counties have been joined in providing matching funds by CareOregon, Providence Health System, Legacy Health System, Regence Blue Cross Blue Shield, Kaiser Permanente, Oregon Health Sciences University, and Portland Adventist Health.  Other partners in the work of Tri-County Communities in Charge include Healthy Communities and Oregon Health Action Campaign.

The grant award is part of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s Communities in Charge: Financing and Delivering Health Care to the Uninsured campaign, which aims to put local communities in charge of solving their health care problems.  The program provides technical and financial assistance to help locales develop sustainable strategies to fund and deliver health care services to their uninsured residents.

“Communities have long borne the brunt of providing health care for the uninsured.  What this project does is give them the opportunity to explore and develop viable models that are unique to the community until the federal and state government devises a broader strategy,” said Terry Stoller, national program coordinator for Communities in Charge.

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, based in Princeton, NJ, is the nation’s largest philanthropy devoted exclusively to health and health care.  It concentrates grant making in three goal areas: to assure that all Americans have access to basic health care at a reasonable cost; to improve care and support for people with chronic health conditions; and to reduce the personal, social and economic harm caused by substance abuse – tobacco, alcohol, and illicit drugs.
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Multnomah County Receives Prestigious Phase 2 Grant to Address Medical Needs of Uninsured Residents





The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, the nation’s largest health and health care philanthropy, recently granted Multnomah County’s Health Department $698,631 to implement recommendations from the first phase planning process to address the lack of health care services available to the approximate 90,000 low income uninsured residents of Multnomah, Clackamas and Washington Counties.  The award will fund a unique three-year collaboration between the three counties and other public and private partners designed to fill in service gaps for this most vulnerable population.  Multnomah County was among 15 communities awarded continuation grants by the Foundation.





“Everyone should have access to health care,” said Chair Beverly Stein.  “This grant takes us closer to a day when everyone in Multnomah County and the region will.  While we have been public health innovators in this state with the Oregon Health Plan, there is still much more work to be done to extend basic health care access to all Oregonians.”





The county’s approved proposal, Tri-County Communities in Charge, contains the following components: convening community leaders, advocates and consumers in order to develop recommendations for a regional planning body to assure health care access; the development of regional charity care policies and procedures within the context of a Community Benefits Campaign; and to develop new and creative ways to get eligible tri-county residents on state subsidized insurance programs and to help them retain this benefit.





Lillian Shirley, Multnomah County Health Department Director, emphasized, “This grant provides the opportunity to continue to meet our community and professional partners in arriving at a public/private agreement to address the increasing needs of the uninsured residents of Multnomah County and the tri-county region.  Assuring access to quality and dignified care is the focus and heart of our department and cannot be achieved without full participation from community leadership.  This grant and our shared vision will make this possible”





The three counties, the state and local providers face the challenge of providing culturally-competent basic health services with limited financial resources to an increasing number of low-income, uninsured residents, whose care tends to be piecemeal and reactive rather than preventive.  Although the Oregon Health Plan has provided medical coverage for thousands
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